
SAN JUAN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 
MINUTES 

 
September 1st, 2020 
 
CALLED TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Melissa Horne at 6:32p 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Melissa Horne, Heather Taylor, Alexis Brache, Tina Cooper, Lacy 
Bauer, Lana Wong, and Kimber Rice 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Catherine McGough, Ruth Rowlette, Pat Friesen, Javier Duran, 
Jacqueline Shields, Julia Knattkemper 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION: Linda Simlick, Legal Counsel for San Juan Unified School District, 
spoke to the participants about the Brown Act and Lisa Borrego presented the district proposed 
Learning Continuity and Accountability Plan (LCAP) 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS: Melissa Horne welcomed everyone and called roll 
for CAC Officers and Members 
 
DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE: Vanessa Adolphson presented a special presentation regarding the 
district’s local plan for the 20/21 school year  

● A timeline for our Local Plan was presented.  The next step is that the plan will be 
presented at the Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Committee (SPAC) on September 
24th and 25th. 

● The Local Plan can be viewed on our website at https://www.sanjuan.edu/Page/23374 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  No public or member comments were made following the presentation of 
the Local Plan. 
    Melissa Horne asked Linda Simlick if CAC committees were also subject to the Brown Act. 
Linda stated that a majority of members should not belong to one committee.  Melissa also 
inquired about members convening to develop a meeting’s agenda.  Linda stated that the CAC 
should refer to the Board of Education and just have the Director, Chairperson, and 
Vice-Chairperson meet to do this.  They also stated that the Board has a standing agenda item 
to discuss future agenda items that way it is on the minutes for the meeting.  Melissa then asked 
other CAC members if they had any questions following Linda’s presentation.  Heather Taylor 
had a follow-up question about clarifying the use of a translator for public comments.  Alexis 
Brache then inquired about AAC devices and if an individual using these communication 
devices also received double the amount of time to present their public comment.  Linda stated 
that unless the person required assistance, then no, the individual would still be limited to the 
two minutes.  Melissa then opened the meeting to public comments from all participants. 

https://www.sanjuan.edu/Page/23374


Wendy Quinn asked about the change in CAC meetings and the implementation of the Brown 
Act.  They stated that questions used to be answered during the meeting and stated that now 
there is no follow-up.  Wendy wanted to know if questions being asked could become “old 
business” on the next meeting’s agenda.  Their concern was that questions would go 
unanswered or if someone had the same questions staff wouldn’t follow up with everyone, just 
the individual who asked the question during the meeting.  Megan Hudson thanked Wendy for 
her comment and stated that someone would reach out to them.  Melissa then asked Linda for 
clarification on this question.  Linda responded by stating that there cannot be a discussion 
amongst members and participants about something that isn’t on the agenda.  Kay Medina 
reiterated Wendy’s concern and stated that she would like follow-up on questions just in case 
multiple participants have the same or similar questions.  Mary Smith then inquired about Zoom 
being an option even after we are allowed to return to in-person meetings.  Sachiko Konatsu 
went back to Wendy and Kay’s comment of getting answers and information about public 
comments made during the meetings to everyone rather than just the individual who asked. 
    Following Lisa Borrego’s LCAP presentation, public comment was opened to CAC members. 
Heather Taylor began by asking Lisa for clarification on the timeline they presented.  Lisa stated 
that their department has until September 30th to turn in their draft to the Sacramento County 
Office of Education.  Lisa also expanded upon her statement by describing the plan as a “living 
document”, something that would constantly evolve throughout the school year.  Heather then 
had a question regarding the timeline’s effect on children receiving special education services 
and their return to in-person instruction.  Lisa responded by saying they don’t know what the 
effect maybe, but they will look into it.  Alexis Brach asked Lisa bout tutoring available to 
students at Title 1 schools and how students qualify to receive these services.  Lisa stated that 
these students need to be identified as needing tutoring.  Melissa then opened up the 
comments to all participants.  Tom Nelson shared that they are on the LCAP Committee and are 
familiar with submitting questions to Superintendent Kent Kern in order to receive a response 
back in writing.  Tom suggested that the CAC do the same thing.  Mary Smith expressed their 
concerns about their two sons and some behavioral issues they are having at home.  Mary used 
to be a behavioral IA for the district and does not feel supported at home.  They would 
appreciate staff getting back to them.  Sachiko Konatsu was called on next and shared that they 
would like more information about discipline during distance learning.  They have heard of 
students being isolated in breakout rooms during Zoom as a punishment.  They wanted to know 
if San Juan has a policy on this.  Wendy Quinn asked that tonight’s participants consider 
donating food to San Juan’s food closet.  Robert Fishbach was next and asked if the district 
considered having teachers stagger student’s Zoom times for parents supporting children in 
different grade levels.  Robert expressed some frustration in having to attend to their two 
children on two different Zooms.  Clarissa Alva then shared some comments about the lack of 
communication from certain staff members in the special education department.  They do think 
that the department’s new virtual meetings with staff will help alleviate some issues and Clarissa 
urged others to attend them. 
   Melissa began to conclude the meeting with an open public comment section.  Aria Walker 
was the first to be called on.  They shared that they were working with Matt Patterson, the 
previous Director of Special Education, to collect items for students and families during Summer 



school.  Aria asked that someone from the department contact them about retrieving these 
items to get them out to families during distance learning.  Robert Fishbach stated that they 
would like administration from the Special education department to be in attendance at the CAC 
meetings so that participants could get some “straight answers”.  Erick Harden inquired if the 
transcript and/or video from August 31st’s “Meet and Greet” was available anywhere.  Melissa 
called for any other comments.  No hands were raised, but Kimber stated that after reviewing 
the CAC Bylaws they believe that it is the CAC’s role to facilitate communication between the 
Special Education Department and families.  Melissa thanked Kimber and suggested that this 
item be on a future agenda.  Melissa also suggested that a review and revision of the bylaws 
take place.  Clarissa Alva added that the CAC should agenda an item to discuss students’ 
attendance to Zoom meetings, particularly minority and at-risk students as described in the 
LCAP presentation.  Melissa then added two public comments submitted via email. 

1. I appreciate the CAC's efforts to engage families remotely. I want to leave a 
comment for the committee about our family's experience. I have a 2nd 
grader with Down syndrome who is fully included at Mariemont Elementary. 
We strongly desire to return to the classroom as soon as possible. The 
social, emotional, and educational benefits of in-person instruction are 
impossible for our family to replicate at home. It is my understanding that 
current state guidance allows for cohorts of 14 to return to the classroom. I 
request that SJUSD make it a priority to offer an in-person option as soon as 
possible. Thank you. ~Sharon Lowry 

2. I understand that assessments are on hold due to COVID and distance 
learning.  I have a question: how is schoolwork grading going to happen 
when there is a suspected Learning disability and it has not been identified 
yet due to assessments being postponed? 

1. Will that failing grade and skills required for that work be red-flagged 
until assessments are open or will she be allowed to just fail or will 
support be in place until the assessments can happen? 

2. If supports are put in place will the supports be thoroughly 
documented in her academic records from teacher/ parent for the 
purpose of assessments? 

3. How much information Will the schools receive for documenting 
suspected disabilities? ~Cerissa Brown 

After asking for volunteers to work on the You Light the Way Committee, Melissa 
asked the participants for any comments.  Wendy Quinn urged the CAC, based on their 
previous experience as a member, to begin working immediately on this year’s event. 
 
CONSENT/ACTION ITEMS: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Kimber Rice motioned to approve February’s minutes.  This motion 
was seconded by Lacy Bauer.  All members voted to approve.  Tina Cooper motioned to 
approve May’s minutes.  This was seconded by Heather Taylor.  All members approved these 



minutes.  Finally, Lacy Bauer motioned to approve June’s minutes.  This motion was seconded 
by Kimber Rice.  All members voted to approve June’s minutes.  
 
ELECTIONS: Melissa Horne continued elections since a quorum was present.  Based on 
nominations suggested in May and June Heather Taylor was voted in as the CAC’s new 
Chairperson, Tina Cooper was voted in as the new Vice-Chairperson, and Kimber Rice was 
voted in as the new Secretary.  The Parliamentarian position still remains open. 
 
INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
UPDATES FROM COMMITTEES: Melissa asked for an officer to head the You Light the Way 
Committee.  There were no volunteers at this time.  Melissa then asked for volunteers for the 
committee in general.  Kimber Rice, Angi Ferencz, Kay Medina, and Danielle Barbot all 
volunteered their services. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.  Alexis Brache motioned to adjourn and 
Kimber Rice seconded. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Adara Gunn 

 
*Pending CAC Officer Approval on October 6th, 2020 


